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to solve treasure mystery

Nova’s Scotia’s famed Oak Island
ceased to be an island over the
week-end, according to staff writer
Scott Brigley in the Chronicle-
Herald Monday.

On Sunday bulldozers filled the
last gap of a 650-foot causeway
connecting the mainland with the
small South Shore island.

The temporary, one-lane, earth
and stone structure was designed to
allow huge earth-moving machinery
to be admitted to the island for the
latest search in the mystery of
what is buried there.

Robert Dunfield, 39, a petroleum
geologist from California, is direct-
ing the largest scale assault ever

placed on Oak Island in an attempt

Moo,

to uncover its secret.

“We built the causeway only as
a means of accessibility to the island
with this heavy equipment. It will
come down and the channel deep-
ened in three weeks.”

The causeway was completed in
ten days taking 7,000 yards of fill.

With the use of a large mechanical
earth digger, the new search team
expects to be off the island in three
weeks, confident that their equip-
ment is capable for this assignment.

The strength of this belief is based
on one particular piece of equipment
weighing close to 100 tons fitted with
a 90-foot boom and two yard clam
bucket (digging scoop). This crane-
like structure is capable of digging
an excavation over 200-feet deep by
100 feet in diameter, handling over
800 yards an hour under ideal con-
ditions.

Past attempts on the 170 year-old

s /search for hidden wealth on the is-
il land have been chiefly foiled be-
2 cause of seepmg water filling the
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The Dunfield party hopes to solve
this problem in one of two ap-
proaches. Either by controlling the
water believed entering the money
shaft from the beach or by pumping
water directly out of the excavation
as work progresses.

If pumping should be required
the seven-man team on the project
will use a deep submersible pump
capable of handling 110,000 gallons
of water an hour.

Mr. Dunfield plans to set the dig-
ging crane 40 feet from the excava-
tion to keep the vehicle in stable
ground while maintaining the boom | 11
over the site.

When the 140-foot level in the pit
is reached the mining venture will i}
take on more scientific approach.
Everything extracted from the hole 1}
‘at that time will be put into a sluice, t
a water filtering method that i
screens and separates the rock and i
other objects from the soil. Y
“My basic objective is to go to the ]

155-foot level. We will go no further
than a maximum depth of 180 feet,
unless we find something of inter-
est,” the young geologist stated.

Mr. Dunfield explained that they
will spend several days to a week
mve%watmg drainage sites -before
moving to the actual area of the
excavation.

“If all goes to plan in thxee days
over the main excavation we will
be reaching the real area of inter-
est.”

Work is scheduled to operate on
a two-shift basis, I

The Dunfield search, costing in |
the vicinity of $43,000, is the la,lgestj
mechanical search of its type to bej
conducted on the island. o




