| piaced on Oak Island in an attempt
to uncover its secret.

} “We built the causeway only as

. a means of accessibility to the island
with this heavy equipment. It will
come down and the channel deep-

» ened in three weeks.”

{ The causeway was completed in

. ten days taking 7,000 yards of fill.

With the use of a large mechanical
earth digger, the new search team
expects to be off the island in three
weeks, confident that their equip-
ment is capable for this assignment.

The strength of this belief is based
on one particular piece of equipment
weighing close to 100 tons fitted with
a 90-foot boom and two yard clam
bucket (digging scoop). This crane-
like structure is capable of digging
an excavation over 200-feet deep by
100 feet in diameter, handling over
800 yards an hour under ideal con-
ditions.

Past attempts on the 170 year-old
/search for hidden wealth on the is-
Jland have been chiefly foiled be-
cause of seeping water filling the
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is reached the mining venture will ;
take on more scientific approach.
Everything extracted from the hole
‘at that time will be put into a sluice,

a water filtering method that i
screens and separates the rock and i
other objects from the soil.

“My basic objective is to go to the
155-foot level. We will go no further
than a maximum depth of 180 feet,
unless we find something of inter-
est,” the young geologist stated.

Mr. Dunfield explained that they
will spend several days to a week
investigating drainage sites -before
moving to the actual area of the
excavation. '

“If all goes to plan in three days
over the main excavation we will
be reaching the real area of inter- ’
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When the 140-foot level in the pit H
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est.”
Work is scheduled to operate on
a two-shift basis, !
The Dunfield search, costing in
the vicinity of $43,000, is thelargest?
mechanical search of its type to be
conducted on the island. ; A




