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The teeth had to be welded
to a point to enable the Digging
Clam to gnaw through layers of
old spruce and oak hampering
the operation at the 152-foot
level, deeper than any attempt
has ever gone. Mr. Duntield said
the pump was working well and
the _digging machine performing
as it should.

He said he thought most of
the old wood, which he believes
Wwas part of cribbing in a pit
that collapsed about 1850, had
been cleared away and ‘“‘we
should be getting close.”

However, progress was slight
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| Tuesday and no measurements

of the hole were taken.

Recent setbacks have slowed
actual working time to “4,2
hours out of every 10" on the|
average during the last six
weeks.

“We hope to make better
progress soon,” Mr. Dunfield
said,. “bu}: bettering that aver-
age is going to be a tough job.”
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digging in the pit will be discon-‘1
tinued until Monday.

He said that during t_he two-|!
day break the digging-clam
bucket will be changed and the
earth-biting teeth sharpened,|
along with the servicing of the“‘
equipment used in the search.k i

“It{ has been a prctt{ tzug};l.1

. Everyone is quite lire

:I:(%k I belyieve this two-day
shutdown will help every one\
feel better. But we’ll be in full

operation Monday,” he added.

Mr Dunfield denied reports on
tclevision and in a Toror'xto
newspaper that the operat{on

-vas at 170-feet by using dnlls‘

found iron casings.
an‘?’l‘:::ge is not a drill on the

i{sland” he said. *,

The excavation is at the 150-
152-foot level.

has hampered digging opera-
tions for more than a week,
but it may prove more of an
encouragement than a
hindrance,

Dunfield said hand - hewn
logs were brought up that a
visiting provincial forest ser-
vice official believed might
be hemlock, a wood not native
to the area.

“It must have been the
original flooring,” Dunfield
said. The forestry official,
Lloyd Hawboldt of Truro, is
examining the logs in an at-
tempt to date them.



